GRYFFE HIGH SCHOOL

CARING [ gy ACHENG

Date:

Gryffe High School

Hea Teacher:

Old Bridge of Weir Road, Houston, PA6 7EB
Tel: 01505 690633 Fax: 01505 690888
e-mail: gryffehighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk
web addresswww.gryffehigh.renfrewshire.sch.uk
Mr Colin H Johnson BSc

WE ARE A

AIRTRA
SCHOO

T2

Renfrewshire
Council

6/03/13

Dear Parerg/Careis/Relatives/Ripils

L K2LJS @e2dz Sye2z2eée UKAA
Index

Page

1 Royal Correspondence for the Media Teg

3,4,5

6,V

10,11
12
13
14
15
16

Parents' Workhop with Brian Costello

tF NBydaQ hLIiA2y Ly j
Staff profile- Miss Park

Citizenshipg Fairtrade Fortnight

[ Saaz2ya CNRY ! dza OK
t NEFSaaz2N . NALY [ 21

Black Watch Visit

DNEFTFS (I f 63 NBIRNE n |
Senior UK Mathematics Challenge Succe
ABC Mugs Project

Busy Time for S6 Pupils

Youth Alpha starts in Gryffe

Upcoming priorities/events

SCHOOL
REPORT

Royal Correspondence for the
Media Team

Gryffe High School Media Team ha
written to Clarence House about BBC News School
Report Day. The team were absolutely delighted to
receive a reply wishing them well.

}W

ST JAMES'S PALACE

From: The Office of TRH The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and HRH Prince Henry of Wales

'The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge have asked me
to send you and all the members of the Media Team
their very best wishes for a successful day on 21st
March. | am to tell you that their Royal Highnesses are
deeply impressed by the work of the pupils who are
already showing such journalistt ¢ pr omi s e.

March 2F'is going to be an exciting day for the Med
Team. They will be taking part in BBC News School
Report Day. You can follow all the progress of the d
on the school website at

http://www.qgryffehigh.renfrewshire.sch.uk/mn.html

Parents' Workshop with Brian Costello

TONIGHTWednesday &larch, from 7pm 8pm we will be holding an
evening workshop session with Brian Cdstethe founder of 'Headstrong'.

Brian uses the latest communication models and psychological tools to helj
people achieve their goalét the workshop Brian will advise parents on
dealing with their child's exam pressures and stresses as well as adyi®m

various motivational technigues.

The workshop is open to parents of pupils in all year groups. To reserve a
place at the workshop, please contact us through the school enquiries ema

gryffehighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk



mailto:enquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk
http://www.gryffehigh.renfrewshire.sch.uk/mn.html
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Over the past month we have had information evenifgs
V S4into S5 and S5 into S6 on Monday 4 February
V S2into S3 and S3 into S4 on Monday 25 February

LYF2NXIFGA2Y 9@0SyAy3Ia

Following both information evenings we have received very good feedback regarding the content and
explanation on the night. Both presentations, includaligother key curricular information, can be found
on the school website under the SQA/CTE tab.

Please feel free to contact us via gryffehigrenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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CfE Briefings from
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MNAB Calendar 2012-13

Download (29k])
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CFE Briefing - a guide for
parents and carers

GRYFFE CfE
INFORMATION FOR

52 into 53 and 53 into 54
Options Prezentation

Download (1829k)
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My World of
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October 2012
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UCAS Guide for Parents

Download (1434k)
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Download (342k)
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Booklet 2013/14

Download (211k)
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2012 2012

Download (1721k)
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Evening Booklet March

Download (164k)
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CfE and New National
Courses April 2012

Download (304k)
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Presentation on Senior
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Download

Download (1303k)
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Booklet November 2012 -
Curriculum Structure
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CfE Information Update
Booklet- curriculum
structure June

Download (391k)
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Staff profie - Miss Park

Citizenshipg Fairtrade Fortnight

As a former pupil, | am well aware of the long tradition of Gryffe
supporting Citizenship and the benefits this brings to pupils. This year
| have been given responsibility for Citizenship includingriee
Fortnight.

This is a whole school responsibility that involves coordinating with staff and pupils to raise awarenesgjof
global citizenship initiatives, of which Fairtrade is an integral part. | have found this an interesting and
challenging expeeince. It has also proven to be extremely worthwhile as | can already see that pupils hgve
0SSy TFdzZfe Sy3ar3aSR Ay (GKA&a &SIFNRa S@Syda LINEIND
to give you an update about some of the Fairtrade atitisicoming up over the next few weeks.
In Gryffe High School we are proud to call ourselves a Fairtrade school. Having achieved Fairtrade Stdtus
April 2011 the Fairtrade Foundation set us targets, year on year, in order to maintain our status. & takes
lot of effort from both pupils and staff to maintain our Fairtrade status. Part of our submission will inclu@e
a compilation of all the events which we are running as part of Fairtrade Fortnight from Monfay 25
February to Friday"™8March. Some of thevents running across the school in order to support Fairtrade
Fortnight are:
1 S1 and S2 Fairtrade wrapper competitipacross the fortnight

S1 Fairtrade traif across the fortnight

Rainbow Turtle Fairtrade stalTuesday and Thursday interval in thentsen

Smoothie and Orange Juice stallVednesday lunchtime in the canteen

Fairtrade banana splitsFriday lunchtime in the canteen

Face painting, Friday lunchtime in the canteen

Show your Fairtrade label dayFriday &' of March

Malawi rice challengeThe school has been challenged to sell 90kg of Fairtrade rice. Staff and

pupils are being urged to buy a bag of 1kg rice for £2.79. These will be on sale outside the staf

room on Monday # March.

Although staff members of the Citizenship committeerggh@ lot of time organising and arranging events,
many of our efforts would not be as successful without the continued input from members of the pupil
Citizenship committee. This session has seen a record number of pupils looking to be involved in
Citizensip. So much so, that the pupil committee, jointly headed by Cameron Brown and Erin Chambeéls
was able to subdivide to allow for a Fairtrade committee. Jamie Telfer was elected chair of the pupil
Fairtrade committee and has spent a great deal of time walyincgal at year group assemblies about the
benefits of Fairtrade, aided by Michael Bonner.

Across the fortnight Jamie, Michael and other S6 pupil
committee members will ensure the smooth running of th
various different stalls, events and activities. Hava
greater number of pupils involved raises the profile of
Fairtrade and indeed Citizenship across the whole schoog
This highlights the opportunity for other pupils in the
schoolto takethe chance to get involved @nd promote
responsible citizenship




Recently, members of the pupil Citizenship Committee
attended a meeting run by Renfrewshire Council, where the
met the Malawian High Commissioner. This was a fantastic
opportunity to discuss the impact that Fairtrade is having or
communities in MalawiAfter this meeting, the pupils were
1SSy G2 LINRLRaS (KIFIG GKS at
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Gryffe High has been challenged to sell 90kg of rice before
end of the summer term. We believe this is something that "
be very poséile with the support of pupils, parents and staff.
A 1kg bag of rice costs £2.79 and this ensures that the rice farmers are given a fair and sustainable
for their produce.

The Fairtrade mark ensures that as well as receiving a fair wage, sole mfoffits are channelled into
community projects such as building schools and hospitals. The profits from the Malawian rice challe
are being used to fund educatiomhe 90kg of rice that Gryffe High sells, will allow one child to go to
school for a yea Please help us support Fairtrade and buy a bag of rice! To give you some ideas of
to use your rice, we have included a recipe for fried rice below!

FastFix Fried Rice serves 2 “If I get a fair

price for my rice

my children can

Ingredients g0 to high school”
T 2tspoll

1 egqg, beaten

2 rasherdacon chopped

175gmushrooms, sliced

2009 frozerpeas

1 garlic clovecrushed

small knob of freslnoot ginger, grated

2 tsp dark soy sauce, plus extra to serve

1 tspsugar
2509 cooked Fairtrade rice
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Method
1.

about 3 mins. Add peas, garlic and ginger, then cook for 1 min.

Mix the soy sauce and sugar together. Turn up the heat, add the cooked rice panhéeat
through, then splash in the sweet soy sauce. Stir through the egg and serve straight away, wi
more soy sauce if you like.



http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/knowhow/glossary/pea/
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/knowhow/glossary/ginger/
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/knowhow/glossary/sugar/
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Fortnicht. These taster pictures show events so far including \
introductory Fairtrade assembly led by S6 pupils who are on the et
Fairtrade Committee, banana splits (for staff and pupils) and the

extremely popular Fairtrade stall.

Fairtrade Fortnight 25" Feb to & March

airtradeWrapperCompetitior

-

Burns } Fieming|

4™ Mar 5" Mar 6™ Mar 7" Mar 8™ Mar
Rice Stall (lunch) Rainbow Turtle | Smoothie/OJ Rainbow Turtle | Banana split (lunch)
Events| ¢ outside staff (break) stall (lunch) (break) Face painting

room (lunch);
Show your label day,

Wrapper end;

Wrapper comp; | Wrapper comp; | Wrapper comp; | Wrapper comp; | Trail end
Trail Trail Trail Trail




Dear Parents and Carers

In October last year two of our sixth year studen
Kara McWilliams and Scott Christian, were
fortunate enough to be given the opportugito
participate intheW[ Saa2ya CNRY

t NP 25 @@ Scott met with Holocaust
Educational Trust educators and heard accounts
from Holocaust survivors. They travelled to the
Auschwitz Holocaust Museum in Poland and the
they gained an insightto what life would have
been like as a prisoner in one of the Nazis most
notorious of death camps.

Kara and Scott have learned a lot from this experience and although horrified by what they saw, theygwere
also inspired. They were inspired by the Halost survivors they met. With this in mind Kara and Scott
g2dzZ R tA1S (2 aKINB GKSANI W[ S&dazy CNRBY ! dzaOKA4A
Holocaust Education Trust and Holocaust survivors, Mr and Mrs Wuga. Kara and Scott will lgeahostin
presentation evening at Gryffe High SchoolTéwursday 1% March from 6.30pm.

They hope to share with you what they have learned from their visit to Auschwitz. They want to exhib
some of their photographs but most importantly explain the valuéheir experience. They will be joined By

FlLYAfe adi2NBRo ¢KSe gAff RA&aOdzaa GKS FIL 4GS PK S
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The team at Gryffe High School would like to extend our invitation for this presentation evening to all
parents and carerdf you would like to come along pleadeel free to do so. We would ask
that you call Gryffe High School to express your interest and how many people will be

attending. This presentation is free of charge, however, should you wish to make a small donation td the
Holocaust Education Trust, youliMbe able to do so.

We look forward to greeting you.

Miss Nicola Walker

www.gryffehigh.renfrewshire.sch.uk



www.gryffehigh.renfrewshire.sch.uk
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The Big Bang and TES present a lesson with Professor Brian Cox, filmed and streamed in the theat
all S1 Pupils in Gryffe

Scentist Brian Cox rocketed into a winning school in West Sussex to present an extraordinary science
lesson as part of The Big Bang Fair 2013.

Recently the first years gathered in the theatre to watch a live TV programme. The TV programme wag

about gience, the solar system, the Hadron Collider and lots more. There was recently a competition
the Big Bang Fair. One school won the competition with their amazing song. At the start of the progra
the school performed their song it began with drerand then three girls and one boy put in some words
to the beat. Near the end, everyone stopped playing their instruments and everyone joined in with si
part of the song. It was a really good song and they had obviously put a lot of effort in to it.

The prize was that Brian Cox would come into their school and give them a presentation about variou
different parts of science.

Our S1 pupils at Gryffe were able to share in this experience as Brian Cox told us all about the solar g
and gave usome very interesting facts about the world.

When he told us about the Hadron Collider he said that it was built by a company called CERN (Eurof
Organisation for Nuclear Research). He said that it took about 10 years to build and it used up a lot of
money. The Hadron Collider runs between two countries, France and Geneva. (Switzerland) The Had
Collider is for combining particles. It is buried 175 metres beneath the ground.

Over all the TV programme was really interesting and everyone really ehjpygrian Cox is obviously a
very clever man and he knows lots of things about the solar system and animals. The programme tolg
everyone a lot of things they did not know so it was a great success.

Mr Owens, chemistry teacher in Gryffe High Schochoiged the event. He said afterwards,
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Article and Photos- Shona Ferguson (S1) and Ré&h Jack (S1)
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