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Old Bridge of Weir Road, Hoost PA6 7EB
Tel: 01505 690633 Fax: 01505 690888
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Head Teacher:

Date: 11/01/19

Dear Parerg/Careis/Relatives/Ripils

Mr GalH Johnson BSc

T&‘t
Eco-Schools

Green Flag
Award Holder
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Index Gryffe High School hosted ttiRenfrewshire Schools
Page Captains' Conferencen Friday 5 December, where
1 Renfrewshire Schosl I LJG I Ay aQ / 2 the key young leaders of our schools shared effect
2 Parent Council; Communication; Paree€her practice with each other.
Association; Cashlesgstem- Parentpay 5
3 Renfrewshire Schoal I LJi I Ay &aQ / 21 The meeting was chaired by Gryffeh 3 K { OK
Euroscolar Captains¢ Matthew McCaw and Shaun Sweeney.
4  Responsibility of All; Scottish Space School Each pairing foCaptains gave a presentation on keyl
5 A shout Out from SfL focus areas within their school and then there was
6 Promoting Positive RelationshiSiout Outs; discussion around their role as School Captains, th
Olivia is heading for the World Cheerleading | challenges they face and how they have led
Championships improvements within their own school.
7  S1 enjoy their Christmas Party
8 S4 Visit the Battle of Bannockburn Exhibition;
Renfrewshire Chamber of Commerce Networkir
Lunch
9 Advanced Higher Modern Studies visit HMP
Greenock; Advared Higher Physs Pupils visit
University Labs
10 Advanced Higher Modern Studies Guest Speaki
Higher Geography Pupils attend Christmas Lect§
11 {c¢c {y2goltftT {G ! yRNE]

15
16

12-13 Christmas Concert
14 a A NNB yQa

/| KNAAGY!Il &
Winter House Games; Stars of Science

/

Modern Languages Pupil of the Month; SCILT

Lunch

17-19 Career Education and Community Partnershig
20 Eve interviews the big names in Mary Poppins

Upcoming priorities/events

A very impressive grouping of young ladies and
gentlemen.More detail on page 3.
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Parent Counit

Our Parent Council meet on Monday 14 January 4§
7:00 pm, with a few of the agenda items being
presentations from staff/pupils on:

Fairtrade/Citizenship

Rights Respecting Schools

Digital Schools

Show My Homework

Head Teacher update

Please feel free tattend any Parent Council,
without commitment, in order to help us support
improvement thioughout the school.

Other Parent Council Meetings for the year are:
Monday 4 March
Monday 29 April
Monday 3 June

Communication

We continually try to improve ouraenmunication
with parentgcarers and to date heavily rely on our
School Website, Facebook and Twittére try not
to use letters to parents/carers as sometimes they
do not reach their intended destination!

We also use text messaging, however this isaoy f
the most expensive for us to use as it costs
approximately £40 to send a messageall parents.

From January 201@e will pilot sending outkey
messages, via Show My Homewois this will not
incur any additional cost to the schooWe would
ask youto bear with us,use Show My Homework
and we will ask your opinion in March as to
whether this systemis the most effective. We will
also continue to provide updates via the School
Website, Twitter and Facebook so please

keep following.

=

Parent Teacher Association

At our PTA meeting on Monday 7 January we
discussed upcoming PTA Events.

Gryffe PTA Pamper Evening

The Gryffe PTA are planning a fundragsPamper
Evening on Friday 2@arch, to be held in our
school. The PTA would welcomgpport from
beauty therapists- in any discipline amongst our
parent group who could donate their time and
skills on this evening!

The cost of any outlay would be borne by the PT]
so please contact Mr Christie at the school if yoy
can help.
Summer BBQ
A summer BBQ with quiz and possibly a treasurs
hunt is being planned for a Friday evening in Jur
Keep an eye on Show My Homework, future
School Newsletters and Social Media for further
details.

Thank youn anticipation of your support,

Mr K ChristieDepute Head Teacher

Cashless System

Parentpay is being launched in the school on 24
January. This will effectively make the school
cashless from this date.

The only way to pay for school meals, trips and
uniform etc from the school will be via Parentpay
A launch letter was issued to all parents by
Renfrewshire Council prior to the Xmas break
regarding how to use Parentpay. A Copy of this
letter can be found on the school web site under
the News tab, then letters.

Please ensure that you register for Pantpay
prior to 24 January as the school will be unable t
accept cash payments from 24 January.

It is also essential that you make payments into
Parentpay prior to 24 January for School Meals
your child will be using the school canteen.
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Gryffe hosts
Renfrewshire Schoel
CaptaingXonference

On Friday December, school captains, Shat
Sweeney and Matthew McCaw, hosted the
Renfrewshire Schosl | LJO | A ¥y & Qin/
Gryffe High School

(They did thisafter chairing their usual Friday
morning 8:00 am Prefect Management Grou
Meeting!!!)

The main purpose dhe Renfrewshire School
Captain§Conferencas to provide the
opportunity for School Captains fromach
school to provide a presentation oeffective
practice, led by them in their school, and the
to listen to presentationgrom other schools
and feedback to their teacher3his process
should then lad to further discusn areas
for improvement in their respective schools.

Our School gptains presented on a variety 0]
topics, all of which highlighted the successef
of Gryffe, ranging from our Buddy System to
our Wellbeing Hub and Lunch Clubs.

The followup meeting will be held in Marcht
Gleniffer High School.

Article - Shaun Sweeney S6
School Captain

scoﬂa
4

The Modern Languages department is delighted to
announce that our candidate, Shaun Sweeney (S6) w4
successful in gainingmace at Euroscola for February
2019, in Strasbourg.

To gain entry to the programme Shaun competed aga
other pupils in the local area and had to submit an esg
on a European theme, take part in an interview panel
with the Inverclyde Rotary Club andksnit a CV.

Following his success at local level, Shaun was finally
chosen by Articulate Language Camps to represent
Scotland along with other successful candidates from
across the country.

Well done Shaun, we look forward to hearing all about
this wanderful linguistic adventure upon your return!
Bon voyage et bonne chance!

Article - Ms J Naismith
Teacher of Modern Languages
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Responsibility of All @
The development of Literacy, Numeracy, @
Health and Wellbeing and Skills for \(
Learning, Life and Work for each learner.

Skills for Learning, Life and Work

GLG Aa AYLRNIFIYG GKFEFG OKAfRNBY FyR @2dzy3 LIS2 Lt S

they are developing. Adults, practitioners and learners should reflect together on their progress in thelfranc

of skills that they considertobe iIINII I y i Ay GKSANI § SFNYyAy3az  AOSE

Learning Diary Resources:

1 Assessment for Learnirggthese are some methods and techniques that are used for assessme

and will allow pupils to identify areas of strength and set navgets.

9 Skills Trackerslists and examples of skills across literacy, numeracy, HWB and skills for learnig,
life and work that pupils can use to develop their ability to evaluate their own skill progression g@s
well as gaining an understanding of thaiesy of skills that they will have opportunities to
utilise.

Interacting positively and effectively with peers and staff to
complete tasks, able to express your opinion as well as
appreciating that of others.

Scottish Space School 2019 X®HLILI AOlF GA2ya hLIS

ATTENTION ALL S5 PUFTIh@ 2019 Scottish Space School @ Strathclyde residential summer schoqg
be held at the University of Strathclydeim 914 June 2019 and applications are now being invited via,
the online application system. Now in its 16th year at the University, the Scottish Space School con
to inspire the next generation of engineers and scientists and is aimed at S5 p@§usistlend currently
studying Maths and Science subjects at Higher level.

Visit the link and if interested you must see Mrs McGeough
(Space School Link Teacher)essential information.
http://www.strath.ac.uk/engineering/scottishspaceschool/
The closing date for applications is Sunday 20 Jandadyi

DO NOT LEAVE IT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!

Mrs PMcGeoughg Space School Link Teacher
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A Shout Out from GpportX & ¢

SFL

This nonth the Wellbeing Ambassadors have been winding down in the
run up to Christmas and sixth year prelims, but they are still looking to
improve the overall Wellbeing of the school. U

The Hearty Lives branch has been looking at the physical and psychdbegietits of essential oils. They
have started making up oil blends to soothe the nerves of those sitting prelims in January. In addition
this, Brian Donnelly the anbullying expert that we have been consulting with was invited back for a
meeting to onsolidate our forward plan for 2019. It is looking very promising.

Breakfast and lunch clubs are still running well, with a whopping 343 pupils attending in November. \
so pleased with how well these clubs are going, we think they are so valubbleit\comes to increasing
mental wellness with pupils having somewhere they know is safe to go.

The buddy programme had its very first evaluations and all feedback has been very positive. Sixth y4
this week meeting with their first year buddies énsure everyone is feeling their best for the holidays.

As always, if anyone has any issues or concerns or even feedback about our initiatives, please feel f
have a chat with any of the support staff or the sixth year Wellbeing Ambassadors isstalgrby their
lovely lavender lanyards.

From everyone here at Support for Learning and all the Wellbeing Ambassadors, we would like to wi
happy holidays and are looking forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Tom Hatfield & Molly Speir (S& On behalf of the Wellbeing Ambassadors
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Promoting Positive RelationshipShout Outs
The Promoting Positive Relationships Committee have been working hard to ensure thatestaff
appreciated for their efforts with events, particularly involving extra organisation.
These Shout Outs appear on screens around the school.

Promminﬂ Positive Relationships Committee
G ftaff Shouat Out... w7

On behalf of Miss Lawson the PPR Committee
would like to say A BIG THANK YOU TO..

All staff who supported, contributed and participated in

Book Week
BOOK Week Sco(lund 4

mgg_tl_nn Posltive Rolationships Committes
lw J ftaﬁ Shout Out... 5

On behalf of the NQTs the PPR Committee would
like to say ABIG THANK YOUTO...

All staff who supported, contributed and participated in

m The St Andrew’s Day Coffee Morning }I{
All your contributions helped to raise £111 for

BeaTson
CanceRn
CHaRITY
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On behalf of Miss MacDonald, Mrs Strong, Mrs
Carter the PPR Committee would like to say

ABIG THANK YOU TO...
All staﬂ' who supported, contributed and participated in
THE MADD SHOW!
With special thanks to Miss Thorton and the A&D Staff

s ffa/f féoalf ﬂat lb

On behalf of Mr Christie and the PTA the PPR
Committee would like to say A BIG THANK YOU TO..

All staff who supported, contributed and participated in
The Christmas Fair
Allyour contributions helped to raise almost £1400, a

Olivia is heading for the World Cheerleading Championships

The 2019 Junior World Cheerleading Championships are scheduled to be held will be held in April

the Walt Disney World® Resort in Orlané&lorida USA.

The excellent news is that S2 pupil Olivia MacCormack (pictured far right) is one of a trio who has
achieved selection to represent Scotland.

It is the first time that a unified
Team Scotland has been sent to
the competition.

has had to dedicate many hours a
week to training. This
commitment will build up as April
approaches.

Very well done Olivia. We look
forward to hearing all about your
adventures in Florida.
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S1 enjoy their Christmas Party

All of S1 had a fun and festive Christmas Party on the afternoon of the 18th of December. Not only
there the opportunity to show off polished dance moves, but traditional party games, such as "Pass
Parcel" and "Musical Chairs" were also enjoyed. The ewastorganised and run by the S6 House Capt

and certainly helped establish a seasonal mood for all involved. The sum of £349.61 was raised for
Funds.

Article - Mrs S Carmichael
Acting Rincipal TeacherPupil Support Burns House
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