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Date:    1/02/17  
 
Dear Parents/Carers/Relatives/Pupils 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 

  

IƻǳǎŜ tƻƛƴǘǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭΧΧǎƻ ŦŀǊΗ 
As can be seen from the House Points Total chart, 
Mackintosh has managed to pull ahead. Fortunately, 
Wallace is only 720 points behind. Fleming is in third 
place, close behind Wallace, with only a 130 point gap. 
Burns is lagging with 425 points in fourth place.  
Parents can play their role in boosting House Points 
by completing an Achievements Nomination Form, 
found under the Pupil Zone section of the school 
website. 
Many points are still up for grabs in the upcoming 
House Week which will take place mid February. The 
house that has the most points will win the House Cup 
and are of course, treated to the Winners Day Out. 
 
Article - Ryan Ferguson and Calum Ballantyne   

  S6 House Captains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Index 
Page  

1 House points 

2 Responsibility of All 

3 Aqib ς Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ 
4,5 Zombie Science comes to Gryffe 
6 REHIS Success for S3 HFT Pupils 

7 Youth Speaks 2017 Intermediate Final; 
Film Club News 

8 Reader and Writer of the month 
9  Higher RMPS Class enjoy a visit to the 

Gurdwara 
10  History Trip to the Mitchell Library 
11,12,13  Inspired Art 
14 Young Musician of the Year 2017 
15,16,17 Our DofE Journey 
18 S6 Pupils Drive to Success! 
19 Fantastic Football!; S6 Pupils give Blood 

20 PTA News  
Upcoming priorities/events  

 
 

 

 

Old Bridge of Weir Road, Houston, PA6 7EB 
Tel:  01505 690633   Fax:  01505 690888 
e-mail: gryffehighenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk 
web address: www.gryffehigh.com  
Head Teacher:   Mr Colin H Johnson BSc 
 

Follow us on Twitter  
@GryffeHighSch 
@Gryffe_Sports  

 
 

Website 

Gryffe High 

 

Who Cares ....... WE CARE 
.... more detail on page 19 
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This weekõs focus: Literacy  
Note taking an d Research Skills 

  
Pupils are often asked to take notes in class or to do research at home.  
Key skills and knowledge required for effective note-taking and research include: 
 
Skimming Reading to quickly identify the main ideas of a text. 

Scanning Reading a piece of text quickly to find specific information, like names,  
dates or key words. 

Summarising Picking out only the essential details and important ideas in a piece of writing. 

Paraphrasing Writing down someone elseôs ideas in your own words. 

Plagiarism Taking ideas/ passages / sentences from someone elseôs work and  
presenting them as your own.  

 

Pupil Challenge  
¶ Write down three examples of when you have used your research skills in school so far this year.  

¶ Explain each task, subject and what skills you used. 
 

Parent Challenge  
¶ Tell your child about a time when you were required to do research or make notes. 

  

 
 

If your child is in S2 then please ask them about this numeracy focus, 
which is running across all subjects from the 6th to 9th of February. A 
letter providing more information will be sent home to at the start of 
the week. 
 
Please take the time to read and talk about this with your child and use 
the feedback slip to let us know what you think. 

                             

                                                          The RRRoooAAA   TTTeeeaaammm   
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Aqib ς Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ 
 

Well done to S6 pupil Aqib Afzal awarded 'Young Achiever of the Year' at The Scottish Asian Business 
Awards held at the Crowne Plaza in Glasgow. Aqib has started his own promotion company called 
'AQMedia' specialising in short, fast paced videos. 
 
Aqib has kindly provided some information about himself and his company. 
 
!ǉƛō ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ !ǉaŜŘƛŀΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǾƛǎǳŀƭǎΦ CǊƻƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ Ψ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΩ 
to recording his own gaming videos. Growing up, he never felt influenced to follow any particular trends. 
He has always had a passion and love for the Business side of things. Running his own company has been 
good for teaching him the Ethics of the industry. 
 
''I loved the creative element and feeling like I was in control of my work. I could portray my thoughts and 
feelings the way I wanted to and I was not forced into set criteria where things had to be done in a certain 
way.'' 
 
Aqib has also been flooded with lots of support from his followers and local businesses which resulted in 
him winning the Young Entrepreneur/Achiever category at the Asian Business Awards. 
 
IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ//DΩ ς a local 
community group: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnlBw0r0QBo 
 ΨIǳƳŀƴ !ǇǇŜŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ²ƛǇŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀǊǎΩΦ  
 
After these videos were published they instantly got a fantastic response. 
 
He continues to provide his services to a range of clients keeping him level and open to learning more. 
 
ϥϥLΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƪŜǇǘ ƳŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
which has led me to the places that I never thought I would be.'' 

 
Photo used with kind permission from 'The Scottish Asian Business Awards'. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnlBw0r0QBo
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Zombie Science comes to Gryffe 

Matthew and Aaron have written about their Zombie Science lecture. 

ΨOn Wednesday 18 January all S3 science pupils enjoyed a thoroughly entertaining and informative lecture 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƳōƛŜ ōǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ άȊƻƳōƛŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘέ 5ǊΦ IƻǿŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ƎŀǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻǊ 
diseases of the brain that could cause zombie like traits. We also learned about how to combat the diseases 
and rehabilitate the zombie brain.   

One zombie trait is the constant hunger, Dr. Howe hypothesised that this is due to a ghrelin deficiency 
meaning you cannot tell when you are full. We also learned about the concept of neuroplasticity the brains 
way of repairing itself. The brain cannot repair any physical damage but it will retrain itself to do the same 
actions as before using a different path.   

Overall, the talk was well enjoyed by staff and pupils in attendance and I am sure everyone learned 
something, some audience members eǾŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦΩ  - Matthew Cliff S3    

Ψ{о ǿŜǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎΦ 5Ǌ IƻǿŜ ŦǊƻƳ ½ƻƳōƛŜ 
Science carried out the lecture, and thanked S3 pupils for a "warm and enthusiastic welcome," via their 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƭŀǎƎƻǿ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅϥǎ Ψ½ƻƳōƛƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ 
presentation for third years including audience interaction and a lot of new information about how the 
brain works and how to protect yourself in the ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ȊƻƳōƛŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦΩ ς  
Aaron Mills S3 
 
Other comments from S3 pupils - 
'Fascinating information!' ς Mirren                      .......   'A very interesting and involved presentation' - Jack 
'Very good interactive experience' ς Thomas     .......   'Seemed like a really genuine person.' - Amy 
'Great presentation, full of factual humour!' ς Ryan 
 
Article - Mrs L Taylor, Faculty Head Science 
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REHIS Success for S3 HFT Pupils 

 
Congratulations to S3 Health and Food Technology pupils on successfully completing and passing their 
'Elementary Food Hygiene' course. A special 'thank you ' to Mrs Elizabeth Fairbairn, one of the Gryffe 
Valley Rotary Club Young Chef Competition judges, for taking the time to come into the school to present 
the certificates to the pupils. 
 
This award comes from the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS). 
 
Through completion of this, the pupils have gained knowledge about how to handle food safely and used 
this in many practical activities undertaken so far in their HFT class. This nationally recognised 
qualification is much valued by employers. 
 
Article - Mrs R Thomson, Health Food and Technology Department 
Photographs ς Rowan Seel, S3 
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FILM CLUB 

The Gryffe Film Club in association with IntoFilm has 
now started for the 2016/17 term and membership is 
only growing! The club, comprised of S1-S3, meet 
every lunchtime on a Thursday with Mr Anderson in 
English to watch a selection of films covering a range 
of different genres. Pupils are encouraged to develop 
an interest in film as well as engage in conversation 
around the different themes which the movies 
explore. Pupils have voted for a range of films so far 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ{ƘǊŜƪΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ Ψ[Ŝǎ 
aƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜǎΩΦ !ƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ 
meet new friends and enjoy a free cinematic 
experience all from the comfort of the classroom.  

 
Film Review of The Month 

Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ DŀǘǎōȅΩ 
***  

Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ DŀǘǎōȅΩ ƛǎ ŀ нлмо !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ŦƛƭƳ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ CΦ{Ŏƻǘǘ CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΦ  
The film stars Leonardo DiCaprio as the eponymous 
Jay Gatsby. The film is narrated by Nick Carraway 

who is receiving help for addiction and talking about 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ Ƴŀƴ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ bƛŎƪΩǎ 

doctor suggests he writes his thoughts down since his 
writing is his passion. Nick moves next door to 

millionaire Jay Gatsby and across the bay from his 
cousin Daisy. Nick becomes drawn into the 

captivating world of the wealthy and he tells a tale of 
impossible dreams, love and finally tragedy.  

Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ DŀǘǎōȅΩ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
well for a film of this genre. I would highly 

recommend this film to anyone.  
Rebecca Thompson, S4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Youth Speaks 2017 
Intermediate Final 

 
On Sunday 15 January, the Youth Speaks 2017 
Intermediate final took place in Pollockshaws 
Burgh Hall, Glasgow. There were seven teams 
competing in total and Esme James (S2), Jack 
Young (S3) and Sophie Spence (S1) represented 
Gryffe by exploring the extent to which prison is 
the best option when it comes to dealing with 
criminals.  
 
Topics were varied and the standard was high 
and although the Gryffe team will not go on to 
the next round, they are delighted to have been 
an important part of a very worthwhile event. 
 
Article - Miss J Higgins, English Department 
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 The English Department has been working with the pupils across the BGE to promote personal reading 
through a range of reading programmes in 2016/17. The programmes have been tailored by our Librarian 
Mrs Kerr to engage and inspire our pupils to immerse themselves in a range of literature genres.  
Each month the English Department will nominate a Star Reader of The Month. This prestigious award is 
not just for pupils who can read the most difficult texts but those who persist with their reading when the 
going gets a little bit tough!  
 
 The Writer of the Month award is given for the pupil who has shown their improving literacy skills within a 
piece of written work.  
 
    ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ aǊǎ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ aǊǎ /ŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aǊǎ {ƘŀǿΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  
 

 
 

 
    
 

     

        S1 Winners          
 

Reader of the Month 
Connie Longwell 
Ella Brawley 

Writer of the Month  
Jessica MacKenzie 
 Stephen Barclay  
 
 
      

     

        S2 Winners          
 

Reader of the Month 
Iona Cochran  
Mia Connell  
 
 
 
      
 
      

Writer of the Month 
Alisha Mosha 
Ailsa Freeburn 
 

     

        S3 Winners          
 

Reader of the Month 
Stuart Smith 
Katie Lovett 
      

Writer of the Month 
Kieran Love 
Amelia Peacock  
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Higher RMPS Class enjoy a visit to the Gurdwara 
Just before the Christmas holidays, the Higher RMPS classes went on their annual trip to the Gurdwara - the 
Sikh place of worship. We were treated to a tour of the new Gurdwara building, which has taken a number 
of years to complete. The building itself is beautiful and full of information about the Sikh faith and the work 
of many from the Glasgow Community and beyond. 
 
Our guides Kam and Dalmeet also took us up to the prayer hall where we all gathered on the floor to ask 
questions about Sikhism that have come up on our Higher course. They gave brilliant insight into how Sikh 
beliefs influence their everyday lives and we saw an aspect of this in practice when we visited the Langar. 
This free community kitchen is run purely by volunteers from the faith and we thoroughly enjoyed the 
pakora, curry and chapatis on offer. 
 
We thank the ladies who took the time to show us around and the Gurdwara community for welcoming us 
for this unique and valuable learning experience. 
 
Article by Higher RMPS class 

 
 

 


